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Unfolding
Humanity
Amy Inkrott
News Editor

Soccer shines versus SDSU
Four different goals from four different Toreros lead USD to a 5-2 victory over Aztecs

In the middle of the Nevada
desert, a vibrant city emerges
overnight. Despite the darkness of
the usually vacant landscape, the
Burning Man festival shines with the
spirit of its participants. Thousands
of people gather together to
celebrate the combination of
artistry and innovation. At the end
of the week, the city disappears
without a trace, as if it never even
existed.
Since November, a group of
USD students and faculty have
been working on a project through
the San Diego Geometry Lab titled
"Unfolding Humanity." The project
blends math, engineering, and
artistry in an attempt to depict the
complexity of mathematics and
unknown shape of our universe,
while also trying to explore what it
means to be human.
The project's team is led by USD
professors Satyan Devadoss and
Diane Hoffoss, Ph.D.s, along with
professors Gordon Hoople, Nate
Parde, and Susie Babka, a group of
USD students, alumni and countless
community members.
Unfolding
Humanity
was
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designed by USD students during
a project in Professor Devadoss'

upper-division geometry class. The
concept is rooted in Renaissance
artist Albrecht Durer's problem
of unfolding polyhedra. While
the problem remains unsolved
today, the Geometry Lab's project
supports Durer's theory that a
three dimensional shape can be
cut along some of its edges and
unfold flat without overlapping.The
project takes the form of a massive
dodecahedron, which' can be
interactively unfolded by observers.

See Unfolding, Page 2

The Toreros celebrate following one of their five goals Friday night. Milan Moses (middle left) and Kelsi Dantu (#21) were responsible for three of USD's scores.
Thomas Christensen/The USD Vista

Anderson Haigler
Sports Editor
In a primetime matchup under
the Friday night lights, the University
of San Diego women's soccer team
shined at Torero Stadium. Taking
on crosstown rival San Diego State
University (SDSU), the lady Toreros
rolled to a dominant, 5-2 victory
over the Aztecs in their first night

home game of the season, with four
different players finding the back of
the net.
USD wasted no time getting the
scoring started, with sophomore
midfielder/defender
Mina
Ghazizadeh scoring on a rebound
off of a defender at the 2:37
minute mark, giving the Toreros a
1-0 advantage. 30 minutes later,
redshirt senior forward/defender

Kelsi Dantu chipped in a goal of
her own, the first of her team-high
two total scores on the night. Dantu
spoke about her performance, as
well as that of her team.
"(The first goal) was a great
ball, Milan played it through and
Summer made a nice front post run
and I was there just to clean it up in
the back," Dantu said. "We just had
great chemistry from all three of us

and shot it right in the low post. The
second goal we caught it off a corner
and sliced it into the near post. We
were trying to stay composed and it
was just a great effort from my team
to play those balls off."
SDSU answered with a goal in
the final seconds of the half, a shot
from sophomore Aztec defender
Sarah Broacha from 11 yards out,

See Soccer, Page 11

What we have in Commons
Reimagining ofSLP's 4th floor to unite students
Paulina Sierra
Opinion Editor
Students familiar with the layout
of the fourth floor of the Student
Life Pavilion (SLP) in May might
be surprised to find it has been
rearranged into an entirely new
space.
The fourth floor of the SLP has
been dubbed the Commons, and
spans from room 410 to room 424. It
begins with the administrative side
of the Black Student Resource Center
(BSRC), then into their designated
conference room, followed by the
larger United Front Multicultural
Commons, the Women's Commons,
and ending with the new LGBTQ+
and Allies Commons. With few walls
separating the spaces, the Commons
is
meant to create more solidarity
A banner celebrating the new United Front Multicultural Commons.
Luke Garrett/The USD Vista between the student organizations
unHpr thp UFMC lahpl

While the bulk of the changes
to the UFMC and the Women's
Commons were
name changes,
other groups underwent a more
drastic change. The BSRC, for
example, was previously located in
UC 113, but has been moved to their
current room to link them with the
rest of the Commons.
For Ashley Barton, director of
the BSRC, the move seemed an
impossible task.
"It feels like the campus is at
capacity already, so it's kind of hard
when someone says you're moving
to another new space, and you can't
even imagine what space it could
possibly be," Barton said. "When they
told me it was going to be the honors
space, I was initially concerned, just
in regards to how much room it
would have in comparison to how
much room we previously had."
UC 113, the space previously

allocated to the BSRC, was one
large rectangular room with several
different sections for different uses.
In the new space, the BSRC is divided
into two spaces: the reception
desk, which connects to offices like
Barton's and a secondary conference
room for holding Black Student
Union meetings or BSRC events.
"I think students were just
used to being in that large space,
whereas here there are a lot more
walls, and that just hasn't been
our setup," Barton said. "So, we just
found it necessary to have 412 (the
conference room) to compensate
for the amount of space that we
traditionally had before. It would also
allow for us to continue to do our
programming in our space, which is
how we've always done it. For a lot
of our students, it's a safe space, so it
feels positive and welcoming."

See Commons, Page 5
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Toreros light up Burning Man
USD students combine mathf engineering and art to represent the universe
Unfolding from Page 1
Observers are encouraged to
interact withthe project and ponder
the relationship between humanity,
technology, and the universe. The
exterior of Unfolding Humanity is
illuminated with 17,000 green LED
lights to form matrix-like letters.
Inside, the sculpture's walls are
mirrored, with the edges lined with
strings of LED lights.Together, these
elements reflect upon the sculpture
itself, creating a kaleidoscopic
effect. When the structure is closed,
the observer could feel as if they

computer and technology are in
charge of everything, and to find
out who we are, one needs to get
inside and see what actually is in
control," Devadoss said.
Overall, the project required
over $40,000 and countless hours
of work. Dozens of members of the
San Diego community volunteered
to help with the project.
After two months of hard work,
engineering student Ava Bellizzi
reflected upon her interpretation of
the sculpture.

"The structure looks as if this computer and
technology are in charge of everything, and to find
out who we are, one needs to get inside and see
what actually is in control"
-Satyan Devadoss
themselves are at the heart of
the universe. The design provides
participants with an opportunity
to step inside and consider the
possibility of a finite universe with a
known physical shape.
Satyan Devadoss is a professor

"The project illustrates the
intersection of humanity and
technology, how Human beings
create, yet are significantly affected
by,
technological .innovations,"
Bellizzi said.
While the students and faculty

"Engineering is such a beautiful profession because
it gives you the ability to build and create something
incredible with just a little creativity."
-Sydney Piatt
The exterior of Unfolding Humanity is illuminated by 17.000 LED lights.

of mathematics at USD, and a colead for the Unfolding Humanity
project. He
emphasized
the
connection between individuals
and technology, and what it means
to be truly human.
"The structure looks as if this

were in charge of the project's
technical
aspects,
volunteers
helped to paint panels, peel plastic,
and glue on LED lights. Senior
mechanical engineering student,
Sydney Piatt, was thankful for her
role in the project and for the help

they received from volunteers.
"Engineering is such a beautiful
profession because it gives you
the ability to build and create
something incredible with just a
little creativity," Piatt said. "I love
that there is an entire community

Student^n^^cult^ose^rnron^TOnfoldingHumanTty before the project left for Burning Man.

dedicated to creating awesome art
that makes people think and that
can be interacted with and not just
put in a glass case in a museum not
to be touched."
For months, the team worked
diligently to prepare the project for

Photo courtesy of Vayunamu Bawa

Photo courtesy of Vayunamu Bawa

this summer's Burning Man festival.
The festival is founded on ten
principles, encouraging participants
to be self-reliant and practice a
spirit of gifting. However, the event
is often noted for its party scene.
Because of this and the added
elements of the desert, Unfolding
Humanity was engineered to be
structurally sound.
Senior engineering student,
Michael Sween, was integral in
helping to ensure the structure's
durability, allowing participants to
enjoy the project in their own way.
"It was great to see the people
interact with it," Sween said. "We
had our intent and the people at
Burning Man interpreted it in so
many different ways. It opened their
mind in a way we would not have
expected."
The project provided members
of the team with a valuable
experience. Ava Bellizzi, noted the
impact that the project has had on
her education.
"To me, this project was the
ultimate
learning
experience,"
Bellizzi said. "It is the culmination
of months of collaboration, deep
thinking, creativity, and hard
work. The sculpture is not only a
structurally sound, innovative work
of engineering, but also a true work
of art."
At Burning Man, the sculpture
sustained minimal damage, despite
the festival's harsh conditions.
Unfolding
Humanity
will
be
displayed at the Maker's Faire
in Balboa Park on Oct. 6 and 7.
After that, the project's future is
uncertain. Many members of the
team hope that the sculpture will
return to USD where it could serve
as an inspiration for future Toreros.
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Finding your inner superhero
The LGBTQ+ and Allies community oreoares to host their first ever retreat

Amy Inkrott/The USD Vista

Students gather at the LGBTQ+ and Allies community social over OLE Weekend.

College is a time when students are given'
au .opportunity to consider their personal
identities and discover who they are. This
process is especially important for members
of the LGBTQ+ community as they consider
who they are as gendered and sexual beings.
From Sept. 21 to Sept. 23, the LGBTQ+
and Allies community will be hosting their
first ever retreat. SPARK! encourages students
to further explore their identities in a safe and
welcoming space while fostering a spirit of
community.
Retreatants will spend the weekend
in Julian, where they will venture into the
theme of "finding your inner superhero."The
weekend will incorporate campfires, games,
and a dance party in the hopes of making

opportunity to listen and learn from those
who identify with the queer community."
SPARK! aims to provide students with
a chance to further their understanding of

this event as an opportunity to continue to
support members of the USD community.
"I hope to listen to the students' stories,
and really honor them," Lovette-Colyer said.

themselves, and their unique differences.
The retreat strives to Highlight the elements
of privilege and marginalization in the life of

"I want to communicate the truth that all
people are made in the image and likeness

each individual.
"Self awareness of our multiple identities
is the key to being authentic, and having a
willingness to be vulnerable," Kirkley said.
One unique aspect of this retreat is the
exploration of spiritual identities.This element
of the event is inspired by the LGBTQ+ retreats
of other Catholic universities. Kirkley finds that
LGBTQ+ and Allies students are often hesitant
to form a religious or spiritual identity.
"It is really to our disadvantage if we
ignore the spiritual aspect of ourselves,"
Kirkley said. "Whether you identify as queer

"Self awareness of our multiple identities is the key to being
authentic, and having a willingness to be vulnerable"
-Evelyn Kirkley
the process of identity exploration fun and
exciting.
Senior Bee Carucci is excited for her role as
a music coordinator for the retreat. She chose
this role because of the connection between
music and her queer identities.
"I have always had a connection to music,"
Carucci said. "It is comforting to know that
people in the public eye can be comfortable
with and express their identities while still
being successful.The music industry provided
me with strong role models within this
community."
The retreat stresses the value of exploring
and further understanding oneself. All
students are welcome at this event, even if
they do not personally identify within the
LGBTQ+ community.
Evelyn Kirkley, Ph.D., associate professor
of Theology and Religious Studies and
coordinator of the retreat, explained the role
of allies within the community.
"Allies have been critical to the growth
of the LGBTQ+ and Allies community here
at USD," Kirkley said. "Our community needs
allies to speak out and be leaders of advocacy,
activism, and visibility.They also have a unique

or not, Christianity is a part of our public
lives, especially at USD as a Roman Catholic
university. Understanding the Catholic
perspective and understanding the tensions
that exist surrounding sexuality are really
important."
While this is not a University Ministry
sponsored
event,
students
will
be
encouraged to consider their own spirituality
without boundries. The SPARK! leadership
team believes that recognizing the tensions
between Catholic teachings and LGBTQ+
identities will be beneficial in fostering a
sense of empathy. By fostering a dialogue and
bringing conflicts to light, the SPARK! retreat
will invoke a sense of awareness and healing
between communities.
Carucci initially had reservations about
the retreat's spiritual component.
"It was difficult at first and I wasn't sure
I could handle it," Carucci said "But after
discussing it with the leaders I decided I felt
safe enough to be that vulnerable."
Michael Lovette-Colyer, director of
University Ministry, is helping to coordinate
and facilitate the SPARK! retreat. He sees

of God and are precious in the eyes of God,
despite what they may have been told in
the past. And I hope this retreat will play an
important part in helping more students
khow that they belong at USD and thereby

give them the support and confidence they
need to succeed."
The SPARK! retreat looks to foster a sense
of belonging in members of the LGBTQ+ and
Allies community at USD. it encourages a
spirit of acceptance as it welcomes students

of all identities.
The PRIDE community meets on
Wednesday's from 7pm to 8pm in SLP 418.
These meetings are open to all students.
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Bursting at the seams

Extra classes can make graduation closer; but the toll can be too much for students to bear
McKenna More;
Assistant Opinion Editor

i

annah Sonberg
lanaging Editor

Summer has come to an end
which means it is time for students
to brace for the the class choices
they made not too long ago. The
USD experience calls for a typical
class load to be either four or five
classes per semester. However,
while some students cruise along
with a manageable class load of
12 to 15 units, others take on the
intense challenge of 18 units.
Some students would look at
an 18-unit schedule and cringe at
the thought of juggling so many
responsibilities. When it is met
with so much aversion, a schedule
like this seems daunting. Main
areas of concern for students
include time management, sleep
schedules and the ability to keep
an aspect of social life between
commitments.
Tiffany Truong, a sophomore
currently
taking
18
units,
comments on how she handles
this.
"One of the biggest issues I
find with taking so many classes is
the lack of sleep," Truong said. "It
can be hard to balance the extra
homework and studying with
taking care of my basic needs."
Truong also struggled with
cementing an eating schedule.
"For the most part I just eat
little snacks throughout the day
if I don't have very much time in
between classes,"Truong said.

Excessive workload can cause unmanageable stress, which can have an impact on the student's emotional and academic life.
Photo courtesy of USD Media Gallery.

different majors and interests, and
the common thread of a shared
class, and inevitable group work,
creates blooming connections.
An 18-unit load can also
potentially fast-track graduation
time. Many classes within any
given major can check off more
than one requirement.
Mike Williams, Ph.D., is a
professor within the political
science department and also
works as a student advisor.
Williams elaborates on ways

"It can be hard to balance the extra homework
and studying with taking care of my basic needs."
-Tiffany Truong
Time management becomes
vital when bouncing between
academics and extracurriculars.
Exams and papers tend to overlap
from, while campus events and
social gatherings weave their
way into the mix. Being able to
organize and compartmentalize
tasks become important skills
when filling a schedule.
Major selection and schedule
preferences are other hurdles in
deciding whether a student can
manage an 18-unit load. Some
majors require more classes than
others, and morning classes are
expected at some point within a
college career.
Emilie Schumacher, who is
taking 18 units this semester,
offered some advice on the topic.
"As a business major, it's much
easier for me to put together a
schedule of classes that I need to
satisfy my major's requirements
and still have time for a social life
and a job," Schumacher said. "It
might be harder for a STEM major
to get classes that fit together in a
schedule that works for them."
Though at times, coursework
will need to take priority over
social events, new friends and
social settings can be discovered
through the classes. Especially
within the college years, it is
quite frequent for students to find
friendships of quality that stem
through
diverse experiences..
More often than not, classes will
be filled with a variety of people of

students may need to accomplish
credits in order to graduate.
"USD's curriculum is designed
to
have
students
graduate
within four years if they take
five classes a semester," Williams
said. "Oftentimes students who
take more classes at once see a
decrease in the quality of their
work in one or two classes. If
you're considering taking more
than five classes in one semester,
be sure not to give up quality in
favor of quantity."
It seems as though the
balance between pushing your
boundaries to challenge yourself
and being able to accomplish
work thoroughly and effectively is
a hard feat. Unfortunately, there
never seem to be enough hours
in the day, which means killing
two birds with one stone is a skill
many college students learn to
master.
Truong speaks to making
friends within classes, mixing
social and academic lives.
"Making
connections
throughout your time at college
will be really beneficial to you
in the future, and it's a lot easier
when you actually reach out,"
Truong said.
An 18-unit semester will
potentially
be
stressful
for
students, but that by no means
equals impossibility. If chosen
to conquer, a clear
mind,
determination and stellar time
management remains essential.

For wore mforwation
email:
vistaartsculture@sandiego.edu
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What we have in Commons
SLP's 4th floor reimagined in hopes to unite students
Commons From Page 1
The issue of space is not
unique to the BSRC. The LGBTQ+
and Allies Commons, which is new
to USD, being inaugurated with
the rest of the Commons space,
was formerly a conference room,
and is a bit smaller than the other
spaces in the Commons.
Junior
Imari
Clements,
president of Pride, the USD oncampus LGBTQ+ organization,
commented on the realities of the
new space.
"Right now it's blank and
the furniture in it isn't ideal, so
there's a lot of work to be done in
making it our own, which is kind of
exciting, to get everyone involved,
but it's also quite small," Clements
said. "Pride as a student org would
like to use the space like our home
base and hold meetings, but we
just can't because it's really tiny. It
is better than not having a space,

about the UCs and the SLP is
that the space is really central to
campus, and it is important to
have the spaces that are most
critical to students be in these
types of buildings, because it is
the most easily accessible," Barton
said. "If the space is being utilized
as much as it needs to be utilized,
and students feel like that's a space
that they need to continue to use,
then I think it's fine that they've
stayed up there."
On Sept. 7, the Commons
held an inaugural celebration,
which united most of the UFMC
organizations whose spaces were
in the Commons.
Not all organizations, however,
are feeling welcomed by the new
space. PJ Miller, a USD senior
and the sitting president of the
American Indian and Indigenous
Organization (AIISO), discussed his
involvement and eventual ousting

"It feels like the campus is at capacity already, so
it's kind of hard when someone says you're moving
to another new space, and you can't even imagine
what space it could possibly be."
-Ashley Barton
and I think it's a good step forward.
In the real world, I think there are
space restrictions in the SLP, in an
ideal world we would have a larger
space."
The conversation of space
limitations is furthered when
considering that USD Student
Media (which includes The USD
Vista, USD TV, and USD Radio)
remained on the floor after having
been considered for relocation,
as to give the space to one of the
organizations accomidated in
the Commons. This decision has
caused mixed feelings among
those designated in the Commons,
especially
organizations
who
received a notably small space.
"If
you're
going
to
departmentalize
all
the
multicultural student commons
spaces into one floor, I feel like
the whole floor could be used,"
Clements said. "It's just more space
that we could have, because there
are a couple centers that had to be
downsized. If there was another
place for USD Media to go, that
would be ideal."
Others, like Barton, had not
really considered that space, and
are open to the space being used
if the students really need it there.
"I think that what is important

from the process of creating the
Commons.
"We've never had a space or
a commons area," Murphy said.
"When I first heard about (the
Commons), it was definitely
something I wanted on this
campus for American Indian
and Indigenous students on this
campus, simply because it is
something that the students are
deserving of.We are on indigenous
Kumeyaay land, and we don't
have a space that recognizes the
students."
While Murphy put forth an
effort to get involved in the
deliberation process of creating
the Commons, the university
already had a set plan as to what the
space would look like, and he was
soon cut out from communication
about the Commons.
"They said 'stay present, even
if you can't do summer (classes),
because the SSS is going to move
down the the UC's, and everything
is going to move over summer, so
we're going to get it done fast,"'
Murphy said. "So, I took a summer
class just to stay on campus, just
to 'be present'. I didn't receive
any emails or updates, and when
I returned to campus this fall, I
went up there two days ago to

i,
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A chalkboard advertising the new Commons
Luke Garrett/ The USD Vista

see how things were arranged.
It is, in a way, defeating, because
we didn't have the recognition
in the first place to be informed
by the administration that talk
of the space was even going on;
we were late to the party. After
that happened, it seemed like an
uphill fight from there. I brought
members of my executive board,
we made our case, and it just
seemed like we got left out."
While AIISO is techniqually
under the UFMC umbrella, it is
important to Murphy that they
be recognized with an individual
space as well.
"The UFMC is great, I've been
working with them for years now,
but we're all different identities
and I don't like that we're all
lumped
together
as 'multiculturals,"' Murphy said. "The main
thing for us as Native people is
that we're seen as a political group;
we come from tribal nations, so
it is important when we come to
college to receive an education,
we have a space to strengthen and
maintain that identity. Doing so,
we don't have to assimilate into
other groups on campus. I don't
want to be seen as an org that just
falls under the UFMC because we're
a minority. As Native Americans,
we have to have our own identity,
and keeping that, we can go back
to our tribal nations and fit in. If
we had our own center, we could
remain who we are and keep our
identity while supporting others."
The topic of identity is
not unique to AIISO, or the other
organizations that were not

represented in the Commons. For
the BSRC, this is the first time the
center has been so close to the
other UFMC organizations, and
according to Barton, this is not
without its challenges.
"In regards to having us all be
in one space, I think for our black
students it probably is the greatest
transition from being down in
(UC) 113, where the closest space
was the commuter lounge, and
commuters didn't interact with
our students," Barton said. "I think
we were isolated, but I think they
grew accustomed to that kind of
vibe."

of community building, but it
would be great to know that every
community felt like they had their
own home base."
As for the sustainability of
the current Commons, there are
mixed reviews. While it is the
hope of students like Murphy,
whose organizations were not
represented in the current iteration
of the Commons, that more spaces
be added, it is also clear that even
the communities that have a space
may need to be accommodated
further in the future, be it in
regards to the amount of space
available or the amount of privacy.

For Clements, the importance
of having a designated space is

Barton predicts the LGBTQ+
commons will be moved in the

key for the success of the united
set up.
"Physical
space
is
very
important
for
marginalized
communities
on
campus,"
Clements said. "I definitely think
it's good, and that a lot of good

future.
"I wouldn't be surprised if that
space were to be moved to a larger
space," Barton said. "I don't know
where, I don't know what it would
look like, but I think they could
potentially experience a move. As

"I don't want to be seen as an org that just falls
under the UFMC because we're a minority. As
Native Americans, we have to have our own
identity, and keeping that, we can go back to our
tribal nations and fit in."
-PJ Murphy

will come from it - I'm very
hopefully for that community
building. As president of Pride, I
hope to use our proximity to other
communities to facilitate that kind

The new outside entrance of the BSRC (left), and the sparce inside desk space of the LGBTQ+ & Allies Commons.
Paulina Sierra/ The USD Vista

far as the BSRC, I think that this
space is conducive to the type
of work that we're doing and the
students' needs. I don't foresee us
moving, and I don't see the UFMC
moving. You just never know with
USD. There's movement all the
time."
Clements, who is planning the
future of Pride in these commons,
agrees.
"Even right now, we can't
hold our meetings in that space,"
Clements said. "We don't have our
director desk in the center, that
kind of thing. It kind of just feels
like a room. I thinkthat big picture,
I'm not sure that it's sustainable,
but I think that we'll do our best to
call it home."
While thoughts on the space
are varied, only time and practical
use will determine if the Commons
can actually handle being the
epicenter of so many student
groups.
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"Hi Toreros! My name is Natasha Salgado and I have
the honor of serving as your Associated Students
President for the 2018-2019 year! I am a fourth year at
USD majoring in Political Science and triple minoring
in International Relations, Peace and Justice, and Non
profit Enterprise! I'm from Orange County, California
and a fun fact about me is that I'm obsessed with
ShareTea's boba. If any of y'all ever want to make a
boba run down the hill, know that I got you."

mm

"Tyler Warren, Senior, Political %'ience Major with

Econ and Math minors. I'm fro!fi Gait, California
in south Sacramento county. This is my fourtfv
year in AS and my second term as Spe;
the Senate. I'm involved with a fraternity irlerest
group coming to campus this semester. First
Generation student. A fun fact about me is I
pole vaulted in high school and was my school's
first and only male cheerleader ever (was the
Mascot)."
Photo courtesy of Tyler Warren

"Hi Toreros! My name is Jordan Rodriguez
and I am the Communications Chair for this
year. I am a fifth year senior with a double
major in Biology and Spanish with a minor in
Chemistry. I'm from Los Angeles County. I love
dancing and supporting ail our athletics on
campus! I can't wait for this year, feel free to
reach out to me at any time."

Photo courtesy of Jordan Rodriguez
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"Hi Toreros! My name is Chris Hermes and I am
entering my senior year this year as your AS Vice
President majoring in marketing and minoring in
management. I'm from Solana Beach, California
and a goal for me this year, aside from trying to
enhance everyone's student experience, is to eat a
level 10 heat fried rice at J&TThai."

Photo courtesy of Chris Hermes

"Hi! My name is Pitrina Gilger. I am a senior
Political Science and English Double major, f g
up in San Diego and love going to the beach. I
have been involved in The Torero Program Board
since my sophomore year, and this year I am the
Chair of TPB. I am excited to bring some amazing
events to campus. If there are any events you
want to see, feel free to reach out."

Photo courtesy of Pitrina Gilger

"My name is Brendan Cleary (Athletics Chair).
I am a senior double majoring in Finance &
Real Estate. I have a strong passion for USD
athletics and have been attending games
for the past 15 years. I transferred to USD
in the spring of 2016 after playing a year of
college baseball at Pacific University. Now I
am currently working for the football team
as a student intern."

Elena Gonzalez (Chief of Staff) is a senior,
International Relations and Spanish double
^^Ihajor, from the Bay Area (San Leandro), fun
fact-She studied abroad in Guadalajara Mexico
her junior year."

Photo courtesy of Elena Gonzalez
Spread by Monica Millan/The USD Vista; Content by Jennifer Mossuto/The USD Vista
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Grad subs back into USD culture
Graduate of the MBA program started a new company encouraging college intramurals
Jennifer Mossuto
Feature Editor
In March 2016, a graduate of
the University of San Diego MBA
program, Eric Geller, started a
thriving company right here in
sunny San Diego.
USD
constantly
reminds
students that their goal is to create
changemakers. Geller pursued that
idea. He explained how USD helped
and inspired him throughout his
time here.
"USD gave me leadership
skills," Geller said. "USD has a
smaller student population than
other universities, which is a huge
benefit. Not only because you get
a more personalized education, but
because it affords students an easier
opportunity to get involved, build
your resume and grow as a person."
Geller was very involved on
campus being the President of
the Graduate Business Student
Association and Chair of the
Graduate Student Council. Geller
still uses leadership skills he learned
throughout his time in these
programs.
Taking
advantage
of
opportunities to get involved
allows students more experience
in real-life situations. Like Geller,
students make connections with
other students, professors, and
employers. These connections can
then lead to better relationships
and job opportunities in the future.
"One person in particular really
inspired me," Geller said. "David
Bergheim wore many hats for USD.

He was the Director of Marketing, but
also worked closely with the School
of Business Alumni Association.
He played a big role in majorly
improving the undergraduate and
graduate business school rankings.
But he also played the role of career
counselor to me and I'm sure many
others. Those conversations I will
never forget."
Years after graduating from
the MBA program, Geller created
his very own company—Subme.
Subme is a free social sports mobile
app that allows students to sub
themselves into any intramural
game. Originally created out of
a simple love for sports that has
grown and now reaches 12,000
users
"I have always played in sports
since I have been able to walk,"
Geller said. "I played on just about
every spectrum of sports team;
high school and then actually a
number of sports activities outside
of high school. So I've always been
very active, captains of many teams
and I've been even an organizer of
leagues."
Believing in an idea is one
task, but making that idea a reality
is another. With his business
background, Geller found himself
prepared. He also felt confident in
being able to tell a good idea from
a bad one.
"I knew it had a very good
chance of making it because it's
something that I am very passionate
about and me, being a player myself,
I knew that this was something that
other rec sports players would get
excited a"bout so I knew that it had

legs from the beginning,"Geller said.
Some students worry about
life after college, let alone finding
a job after graduation. Geller
used his connections to find a job
immediately after his schooling.
"I attended the executive
evening MBA program, which
allowed me to also work during
the days," Geller said. "At a career
fair, I introduced myself to the
representatives for Johnson &
Johnson (Advanced Sterilization
Products). They offered me a
position as an Marketing Manager
Intern, which then turned into fulltime employment."
Through
schools
with
resources like USD, students can
find internships and connections
in the working world. The career
center on campus partakes in
lending a helping hand to students
participating in their own job
search.
"Words of wisdom to everyone
in school: All the top-tier companies
have internships that are only
offered to students," Geller said.
"These positions often lead to fulltime work. Take advantage, because
after school it is much more difficult
to get your foot in the door without
experience."
As a graduate of USD, Geller
can attest to the fact that ideas
are capable of coming to life when
one is hardworking, focused, and
passionate.
"There are resources available to
everyone at any time to create any
idea," Geller said. "These resources
are more accessible than you think.
So I'd say my advice to any student

who wants to pursue anything
they're passionate about, I'd say
there's always a way. Be resourceful,
be extremely tenacious, and always
maintain your passion."
With a clear appreciation
for USD, Geller is still currently
a resident in San Diego. He

continuously is working on Subme,
but also holds the position of Senior
Sales Manager at CovalentCareers,
a healthcare career development
company. His next goals are taking
complete financial care of his family
as well as starting an organization in
support of mental health issues.

Eric Geller posing at an event while promoting his app, Subme.
Photo courtesy of Eric Geller

BUS & TROLLEY PASS
Special student discount.
Unlimited rides all semester.
$148 USD Undergraduate
$162 USD Law
On sale until October 6 at the
University Center Ticket Office.
Price includes a $15 University subsidy.
Current, valid college student picture ID required.

sdmts.com/college
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A commitment to community
Advocating for community newspapering

Luke Garrett
Editor in Chief
On Aug. 16, 2018 The Boston
Globe reported that 300 editorial
boards across the country answered
its nationwide call to defend
journalism against attacks on news
media by President Trump. Some
newspaper editorial boards opted
out of the Globe's call. The most
notable editorial of the latter was
the Capital Gazette's in Annapolis,
who lost five members of it's staff
to a deadly newsroom shooting on
June 28 earlier in the summer.
Their editorial board focused
not on Trump's social media
attacks, but on their connection
to their community. "We're just
not coordinating with other news
organizations because of the
president's opinion, frankly, is just
not that important to us. We are far
more concerned about what this
community thinks of us."
Although it is a month after
The Boston Globe's editorial call
and the Capital Gazette's solemn
response, The USD Vista too is
concerned about the continued
attacks on news media, but we are
a community newspaper first and
foremost. Our utmost responsibility
is to our readers, our community.
Meaning our primary goal is to
know our community, and report to
and for our USD community.
The University of San Diego is
rich with stories - both positive and
negative in nature. So rich that it
is near impossible to know all the
happenings and need to knows
of our community. This is where
we, The USD Vista, come in. Our
Vista staff finds the stories, does
the reporting, and writes the copy
every week.
As Editor in Chief of The
USD Vista, I intend to create a
community-based
paper
by
opening up the newsroom doors.
I encourage both students and
professors to submit Op-Eds that
make strong claims about our
community ,and coax discussion.
I invite all students to our Tuesday
Pitch meetings at 12:30pm in SLP
403B where they can pitch an
article idea, receive feedback, and
learn how to produce an article. The
USD Vista is a forum for discussion.
Use it, read it, and contribute to it.
This paper is for all of you.

Team members of the USD Vista visit the printing facility where the paper is produced
Luke Garrett/The USD Vista

Email
vistaeditor@sandiego.edu
with ideas, interest, and
comments.
Sports Editor, Anderson Haigler, of The USD Vista visits the printing facility where the paper is produced
Luke Garrett/The USD Vista

The USD Vista
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ARTS & CULTURE
Mac Miller dies at 26

Young artist's legacy lives on in the remnants of his former musical career
Dorothy Dark
A&C Editor
On the morning of Sept. 7, wellknown musician Mac Miller was
found dead in his Los Angeles, Calif,
studio apartment. Malcom James
McCormick (also known as Mac
Miller) created music which car
ried him through a lengthy career,
beginning when he was fourteen
and living in Pittsburgh, Pa. After
working his way to a contract
with Rostrum Records, the young
Jewish rapper and producer left his
mark on the rap community with a
steady progression of albums. From
"Blue Slide Park" to his most recent
release
"Swimming"
emerged
a chronicle of Miller's journey
from musical adolescence to the
achievement of a product unlike
anything else in the industry.
In his earlier years. Miller offers
youthful energy which manifests in
notable hits such as "Donald Trump"
and "Best Day Ever/The sound lacks
the maturity he later found, but
established Miller as an artist who
can keep up with the fast pace of
his genre while remaining in touch
with his artistic persona. His initial
success catapulted him into his
career, and his immediate success
developed into an unapologetic
confidence that littered his songs.
This attitude became a theme in his
music. One of the greatest exam
ples of his immense confidence and
deep awareness is off of his 2015
album "GO-.OD AM" "In the Bag" Is
an upbeat testament to the art
ist's self-assuredness, but the lyrics
remain grounded in reality."There's
just something about the money,
make a motherf***er crazy, when I
die, bury me in my mercedes, God
d**n."
He laid a foundation of witty
yet insightful lyricism and complex
sound that never lingers in one par
ticular realm. Sometimes it drifts

between genres, but without distrading from each one's individual
appeal. This continuation of experi
mentation carried Miller through
the entirety of his career.The young
artist grew further into his own
creativity with each consecutive
album release.
When he put out "Watching
Movies with the Sound Off," Miller
solidified his promise of complete
honesty with his listeners by pro
viding songs like "REMember." A
mourning Miller lays himself before
an audience, starting the song
by addressing a close friend who
passed away in September of 2012:
"I hope you're proud of me, dude I
grew to be, ingenuity influenced
by your eulogy." Still, Miller holds
on to his light charm, ending the
verse with "You had a girl, I kinda
wish you knocked her up, so I could
meet your son and talk you up."The
humor does little to drown out the
sorrow in his lyrics, but the young
rapper brings more of himself to the
piece with these small additions. He
ends the song adding, "Cause way
back then I didn't know s**t, and
I don't know s**t now, and when
the whole world is lookin' hopeless,
Imma still hold s**t down."
Mac Miller pushed himself further
as an artist with the release of his
2016 album "The Divine Feminine."
establishing himself as capable of
more than brief radio hits. Featur
ing notable names such as Kendrick Lamar and Anderson .Paak, the
album offers something beyond
traditional Mac Miller. Each track is
a variation of what the rapper has
produced before and his growth is
truly a joy to hear. His confidence
somehow grows as the album
provides ten tracks which prove his
ability to do something more.
Despite the album's success, his
latest album "Swimming" marked
the peak of his music career. He
brings more of himself to his music

SONGS TO WALK TO CLASS WITH
Celebrate
Dang! (feat, Anderson .P...
BOSS
LoveSick (feat. ASAP Rocky)
Oye Como Va
Loving Is Easy (feat. Ben...
Red Eyes
Valerie
Dear To Me
Enjoy this curated playlist of songs to keep students moving en route to class
Dorothy Dark/The USD Vista

Mac Miller performs on stage in Portugal in 2017.
Photo Courtesy of Bikfalvi Zoltan Elena Andreea

than perhaps ever before, with
tracks that reflect all facets of his
creative personality. This is evident
in the intimacy of Miller's lyricism,
drawing from deep corners of his
life in songs like "Self Care" and
"Dunno."The slow track to "Dunno"
is met by Miller's dragging voice as
he mumbles through the line "Baby
we don't need a trip, we could be
right here, when the s**t get weird,
we could switch up gears, I wanna
see them lips, kissin'from ear to ear,
I wanna hear your song, I wanna
feel just how you feel."Again, his au
dience is reminded that the young
rapper's work of sharing himself
with anyone willing to listen knows
no limits.
"Small Worlds," which he released
as a single a few months prior,
works as a confessional of sorts in
which Miller admits certain failures
and simultaneously brings forth
resolution. The first line is all-en
compassing:"! think I know it all but
I don't." And this goes on. "I know
I probably need to do better, f**k
whoever, keep my s**t together,
you never told me being rich was so
lonely, nobody know me, oh well,
hard to complain from this five-star
Further along, Miller finds
hotel."
peace with what he's uncovered:
"Drawing shapes and lines of the
world we made, tomorrow may be
right around the corner, but I swear
it's gonna be worth it if I make it
wait, there's somewhere above, you
keep reachin' up, that's really all it
takes."
The album goes on to bring more
and more of Miller's conscience to
the surface. "2009" has a similar
effect. At the end of its first verse,

Miller says "Isn't it funny? We can
make a lot of money, buy a lot of
things just to feel a lot of ugly, I was
yay high and muddy, lookin' for
what what was lookin' for me." De
spite his artistic growth, his suave
confidence still shines through in
lines like "See you and me, we ain't
that different, I struck the f**k out
and then I came back swingin', take
my time to finish, mind my busi
ness, a life ain't a life till you live it."
"Swimming" captured Miller at his
best, and the openness with which
he offered himself to the final prod
uct was essential to the album's

ing of what he wanted his music to
sound like. Music has long served
as a means of human expression,
but it evolved into a medium which
stretches across all boundaries to
better communicate the greatness
of variation in human experience. It
demands an attentiveness to one's
place in this world, and it works as
a remarkable reminder that other
people happen to feel the same
way too. If you're honest, people
listen. Mac Miller was honest with
his audience, and his art reflected
his sincerity.

substance.
Miller had a clear understand

Miller's music is available for
streaming on all major platforms.

tmrrmiiimt
Mac Miller's 2016 Album "Swimming."
Dorothy Dark/The USD Vista
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Toreros take down rival Aztecs
Strong offensive performance powers USD to their third victory of season
Soccer From Page 1
making the score 2-1 in favor of
the Toreros.
After the half, midfielder Milan
Moses added on to the Toreros' 2-1
lead. In the 52nd minute, Moses
broke away from defenders and
shot to the bottom of the goal,
good for her team-leading fourth
of the season.
Moses explained the play in
which she scored.
"I saw (the SDSU defender)
going back and she probably
wasn't expecting me to close
down on her, so I got it and placed
it in the corner," Moses said.
Crosstown rivalry games like
the Toreros' matchup against SDSU
almost always mean something to
players, and last Friday's matchup
was no exception. Moses, however,
may have had a little more to
prove against the Aztecs than
the rest of her team. The redshirt
junior played her first two years
of college soccer at SDSU prior
to utilizing her redshirt season in
2017, and took the field against
her previous teammates for the
first time Friday. After a game in
which she helped lead her new
team to victory over her old team,
Moses discussed her emotions
regarding the matchup.
"Going into it I knew it would
be emotional," Moses said. "But I
just couldn't think about the other
team. I just had to focus on what
we worked on and what we've
been doing in practice, and just
play. I wasn't worried about them
at all."
USD would go on to expand
their advantage to 3-1 in the
63rd minute behind a goal
from senior forward/midfielder
Summer Mason to the top of the
goal. Kelsi Dantu followed up
with her second goal of the night
off of an assist from sophomore
midfielder Lauren Foehr and firstyear defender Michaela Foster 11
minutes later, and the Toreros took
a commanding 5-1 lead.
The Toreros would eventually
surrender another goal, this time to
sophomore defender/midfielder

Milan Moses, who previously played college soccer for SDSU, dribbles past an Aztec defender. Moses scored a goal in the 52nd minute of the game.
Thomas Christensen/The USD Vista

Phoebe Leitch in the 87th minute.
The Aztecs' late-game rally fell
short in the face of USD's strong
offensive performance, however,
earning the Toreros a 5-2 victory,
their third win of the season.
USD women's soccer head
coach Louise Lieberman said that
the Toreros'success had to do with
their ability to make the most of
opportunities mid-game.
"The girls capitalized on
their opportunities, and that's

USD fans packed Torero Stadium for the game, with a reported attendance of 850.
Thomas Christensen/The USD Vista

something that we haven't been
doing lately," Lieberman said. "So
they really did tonight, and that's
something we talked about before
the game."
According to Lieberman, USD's
large margin of victory over the
Aztecs was something that she
and her team expected as they
prepared for their Friday night
contest.
"I did (expect a large margin of
victory) tonight," Lieberman said.
"Just based on watching video and
how we've been coming together,
I thought this could've been a
possibility."
Dantu agreed with her coach's
expectation.
"This is a crosstown rivalry,
so we really wanted to come out
banging, we wanted to make a
statement," Dantu said. "This is
our home, we had a wonderful
crowd out here today, so it was
just awesome to get those goals
and prove to our fans, prove to
ourselves that we are capable of
winning like that."
Moses weighed in on her
team's win.
"I thought we moved the ball
really well," Moses said. "Everybody
was on the same page and
everybody was stepping together,
everybody
was
defending
together, and we just found a way
to capitalize on all of our chances."
Equally as impressive as the
Toreros'
offensive
explosion
was their staunch defense. USD
held the Aztecs to one goal for
essentially the entirety of the
game, not surrendering the

second until the last three minutes
of play. Lieberman spoke about
why her team was able to be
effective on defense.

Dantu said."I love it. It's wonderful
to play under the Friday night
lights, to have everyone out there,
playing for yourself, playing for

"This is a crosstown rivalry, so we really wanted
to come out banging, we wanted to make a
statement. This is our home."
-Kelsi Dantu
"I think our frontrunners, they
were able to hold the ball well
up top and transition well on the
attack," Lieberman said.
Something that was noted by
both Lieberman and her players
was the large crowd, and the
positive impact that had on their
game. Attendance was reported
as 850 persons, filling nearly the
entirety of the home section of
Torero Stadium with USD fans,
creating a loud, energetic, and
festive environment. The Bull Pit,
USD's official student section,
was at full force for the primetime
matchup, contributing to the
cheering with vuvuzelas and other
noisemakers.
Lieberman
shared
her
thoughts on the atmosphere
Friday night.
"It was fantastic tonight,"
Lieberman said. "It was so fun for
our girls to be able to play in front
of a crowd like this. They deserve
to do that, and I'm happy they got
to feel what they felt with all those
people there. We're appreciative of
their presence."
Dantu agreed with her coach.
"Oh my gosh, it's amazing,"

your family, playing for your
school. It's just a wonderful
feeling."
The Toreros' current record sits
at 3-3-1. Despite USD's middling
results so far, Lieberman said that
her outlook for the rest of the
season is bright.
"(We
feel)
very
good,"
Lieberman said. "Every game
we get better. They want to
improve so bad. The chemistry is
phenomenal. We're on the road to
continuing to be on the upswing,
cause it's a great group. Willing to
learn and wanting to learn and a
great attitude."
The Toreros return to home
action on Friday, Sept. 21, when
they take on Cal State Fullerton at
7 p.m. at Torero Stadium.

UP NEXT:
USD vs. CSU Fullerton
Sept. 21 @7 p.m.
Torero Stadium
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Volleyball splits with Tennessee
Easy Friday win for No.23 USD overshadowed by Saturday loss to unranked Volunteers

Left: Katie Lukes, Lauren Fuller, and Kaity Edwards celebrate following the Toreros' win in straight sets last Friday. Right: The USD bench recieves coaching in the midst of their five-set loss to Tennessee Saturday.
Thomas Christensen/The USD Vista

Anderson Haigler
Sports Editor
The University of San Diego
women's volleyball team showed
flashes of brilliance last weekend.
At times, they looked every bit the
part of a team that was ranked
16th in the nation. However, as
the weekend went on, the Toreros
demonstrated that they may have
work to do should they hope
to continue the success that is
expected of USD both inside and
out of the program.
After cruising to a victory

Saturday efforts? An easy win and
an uncharacteristic loss against
an unranked opponent that one
player described as a "wake-up
call."
While USD ended their series
against Tennessee on a low note,
they began it as strongly as any
team could hope for. The Toreros
jumped out to an early lead in the
first set and never looked back.
Seniors Kaity Edwards, Addie
Picha, and Lauren Fuller led the

way for USD on offense, with 10,
9, and 5 kills on the night. Picha's
contributions, however, did not
stop with her offense. She had

"I felt like this past weekend we could've played
better...It was probably our first opportunity where
we felt on paper we should be the better team."
-Jennifer Petrie
in straight sets in their Friday
night home matchup against
the University of Tennessee, USD
stumbled Saturday, and suffered
a five-set, upset defeat at the
hands of the Volunteers. The end
result of the Toreros' Friday and

10 blocks across all three sets,
helping the Toreros earn their first
match sweep of the season, with
final scores of 25-19, 25-21, and
25-18. Their decisive Friday night
win was just their second of the
year following four consecutive

SJUVO/ECO

Sophomore outside hitter Roxie Wiblin led the way for USD with 17 kills on Saturday.
Thomas Christensen/The USD Vista

matchups
against
ranked
opponents to open the season.
On the surface, USD appeared
to carry their momentum into
their first set in Saturday's match.
They won their first set by a score
of 25-22, but the ease with which
they defeated the Volunteers the
night before seemed to be gone.
While the Friday night contest
featured the Toreros consistently
pulling ahead as each set went
on, Saturday saw more fight from
Tennessee. The Volunteers battled
USD, frequently trading the lead
with the Toreros, and as the night
unfolded, the match as a whole
took on a different, more urgent
tone. Tennessee's fans traveled
well, and despite a healthy crowd
of Torero fans, the Jenny Craig
Pavilion (JCP) felt like an away
venue for USD at times.
The second set was where
the Toreros' hopes of a series
sweep began to .unravel. Unable
to distance themselves from
Tennessee, the Toreros never
established a meaningful lead
and lost a 25-20 decision. USD
demonstrated
an
element
of resilience in the final two
sets, answering each time the
Volunteers took the lead, but in
the end, Tennessee proved to be
too much for the Toreros, winning
two consecutive 25-22 sets to
close out the match and earn an
upset victory on the road, their
second win against a ranked team
of the season.
Sophomore outside hitter
Roxie Wiblin attributed theToreros'
loss to a lack of team chemistry.
"(The difference was) team
chemistry," Wiblin said. "We were
talking a lot about what we wanted
to do and not actually doing it.
There weren't enough people on
the court who were confident in
their skills to do what we wanted
to do."
Wiblin, who led USD with 17
kills in the match, explained how
her opponent's approach differed
from match to match.
"They played a lot better
defense (on Saturday),"Wiblin said.
"They were passing better, their
hitters were hitting better, and we
just kept playing like we did last
night, and didn't respond to their
adjustments."

Standards
are
high
for
USD volleyball. After a WCC
championship
and
a
NCAA
Tournament appearance in the
2017-2018 season that saw the
Toreros ranked as high as 9th
nationally, it is clear that the
women on the Torero roster expect
a lot ofthemselves.
To Wiblin,a loss like the one the
Toreros endured on Saturday night
was not only uncharacteristic, but

a lot tougher," Petrie said. "That
made it a lot harder for us to stay
in system."
Like Wiblin mentioned, USD's
loss may have sparked a new
sense of resolve in the Toreros.
Petrie detailed how her team has
intensified their practice routine
in response to their unexpected
defeat.
"We're really upping the level
of competition in the gym," Petrie

"I think (the loss) was a wake-up call, If we're
gonna keep up the prestige that this program has
we have to put in the work...because that was not
USD volleyball."
-Roxie Wiblin
a sign that the Toreros still have
work to do if they are to repeat
their success of last year.
"I think (the loss) was a wakeup call,"Wiblin said. "If we're gonna
wanna keep up the prestige that
this program has we have to put
in the work, we have to turn it
around, because that was not USD
volleyball. USD volleyball kicks
butt in three (sets)."
USD women's volleyball head
•coach Jennifer Petrie described
the Toreros'weekend performance
as a missed opportunity.
"I felt like this past weekend
we could've played better," Petrie
said. "We had some opportunities
to work on our own game versus
really concerning ourselves with
our opponent, and we could've
done a better job of that. It was
probably our first opportunity
where we felt on paper we should
be the better team."
According to Petrie, the
Toreros' shortcomings were a
matter of approach.
"Instead
of
playing
aggressively to win, we were
playing not to lose," Petrie said.
"(The Toreros) need to learn to
come prepared to play against all
opponents, regardless of where
they're ranked or what their record
is."
She
also
acknowledged
adjusments that the Volunteers
made between the two matches.
"They did a much better job of
attacking our passers, they served

said. "A lot of scoring drills, a lot
of opportunities to win not only
as a team but to win individually
at each position, to increase the
defensive tenacity in the gym, just
the overall intensity of practice."
Despite
the loss, Wiblin
stated that she and her team are
optimistic and motivated for the
rest of the season.
"I'm excited to prove everyone
wrong, prove Tennessee wrong,
and do what we actually do,"
Wiblin said. "We want the highest
ranking we can get, we want
to earn everything, we want to
put another number on that
banner, we want to win a WCC
championship — we want it all.
But we have to back it up with the
work."
TheToreros will look to bounce
back Friday, when they take on
USC at 12 p.m. in the JCP.

USD VOLLEYBALL
HOME SCHEDULE:
USD vs. USC
Sept. 14 @6 p.m.
USD vs. Louisiana
Sept. 15 @9 a.m.
USD vs. Oregon State
Sept. 15 @3 p.m.

